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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
I have recently emailed every family, outlining my concerns for student safety in the bus loading area. The
danger is occurring because a small group of parents are using this area as a student pick up area. You
are placing students at risk and this practise is illegal.
Please ensure you do not drive in or through the bus bay area between 7am – 9am and 2pm – 4pm.
Earlier this week we celebrated the Year 12 students being inducted into their final year of secondary
schooling. Both the parents and students are justifiably proud of their success to date. Mrs McMenamin
challenged all students to be the best version of themselves. A strong message for all of us to reflect on.
We are looking forward to congratulating the Year 12 students at the Graduation Ceremony in November.
At 6.30pm on Tuesday 9 March is the Annual General Meeting of the school’s P&C Committee. The P&C
is a very important advisory group in the school. I call upon this group to provide me with parents’ opinion
on any changes or reforms we are considering. I would be very pleased if you could join us on the night.
Finally, as we start to come into the cooler months, I greatly appreciate the support parents give the
school to ensure all students are wearing the correct full school uniform.

Regards,
Chris Tobin
Principal
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It has been a very exciting and busy start to the school year welcoming many new students to our school,
including over 240 Year 7 students. As I walk around classrooms, I see students setting their personal
learning goals and engaging collaboratively in class activities.
Our Year 8 SOSE students are currently studying Medieval Europe, including Crime and Punishment.
Students participated in an in-school interactive historical presentation program called, “Living History”.
Students were able to touch and try on period artefacts, providing students with a sense of stepping back
in time. It was wonderful so see our Merrimac students keenly interact with staff, students and presenters.
A great morning had by all.

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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Some Year 9 Students have embarked on Global
Studies lessons and are currently studying the
‘Pandemic’ from a global perspective as well as
focussing

on

the

global

competency

of

‘Collaboration’. Within this unit of work, students
are deepening their learning in the skill of
collaborating especially in relation to working
interdependently

and

with

others,

making

important decisions together and learning from
and contributing to the learning of others.
Attendance - Everyday Counts
School attendance = future success

Parents and Carers please support us by helping your young person to start 2021 with fine study habits,
attending school every day ready for learning, communicating with their teachers and setting learning
goals that will set them up for the rest of the term.

Celia Norling
Deputy Principal

The beginning for the school year is always an exciting phase, and particularly within the HPE and Marine
faculty. Our sporting calendar began with the Swimming Carnival with Pigin, Mibunn, Bowai, and Ngurun
all competing to be the first champion house of 2021. As always, only one winner could prevail on the day,
and it was the Pigin Turtles that came out on top. Our champion swimmers have recently completed at the
Oceanic district championships, with Brodie Brown and Dyana Crabb performing particularly well. Good
luck to all swimmers who qualified for the South Coast championships.

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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This year brings increased opportunities for students to compete in a variety of school sport competitions.
Merrimac has been successful in our application to enter the QLD All Schools Touch competition (for the
first time) in October, with teams entered in the Open mixed and 15 girls divisions. Additionally, we will be
entering an Open boys’ team in the Northern GC High School Basketball Comp being run through terms
two and three, and return to the Vicki Wilson Netball tournament in August. All students interested in
representing our school in sporting competitions need to listen out for daily notices regarding registration
and training.
Finally, the ‘Active Healthy Kids Australia 2018 Report Card’ identified only 18% of 12–17 year olds
accumulate the recommended 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity every day. Active
participation in HPE will help students meet their target while fostering peer-to-peer relationships, build
character and engage in lifelong physical activity.

Chris Eisenhuth
HOD Health & Physical Education

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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The Arts Department had such a busy and successful start to the new school year and we are even more
excited for what is to come for the rest of the year. Students have been actively engaged in their learning
and our staff have been proactive in teaching lifelong skills and setting the foundations for your child’s
future. With so many excursions and activities planned for this year, we hope to continue to build on our
success in growing numbers and providing opportunities for our students.
We have built strong partnerships with our local primary schools and we are excited for upcoming events
in which students from these schools will experience The Arts at Merrimac. The Instrumental Music
students are preparing for our annual Twilight Tunes event, in which renowned composer and Merrimac
Patron of Music George Ellis will workshop with our students a piece that will be performed to family and
friends.
Our Dimensions in Dance day is happening on Friday 12 March. Students from select local primary
schools who have an interest in dance have been invited to experience a day-in-the-life of a Merrimac
Dance Summit student. It is so wonderful that we have such strong partnerships with primary schools to
encourage our students’ love of The Arts and to nurture their talent.

Visual Arts students have been busily making artworks reflecting on culture, character, self-awareness
and environmental issues plus the fundamentals’ of drawing. Senior students are working towards
completing their first self-directed body of work using a range of media which will be celebrated at the
Winter Arts Festival. Our Junior budding artists have made a fantastic start to the year. Art rooms are
buzzing with creativity as they look for inspiration from the Indigenous art style. Students have been
learning how to manipulate the seven elements of art and mix them in with principles of design. They will
then compose a beautiful coloured drawing in the Indigenous art style. It will be exciting to see their final
art piece framed and exhibited!
Each month, the Visual Arts department awards a
student

as

"Artist

of

the

Month".

With

extraordinary dedication and effort both at home
and at school, this month we acknowledge two
students; Congratulations to Harper Wilson and
Hinata Ito (Year 9) for their outstanding effort and
incredible drawings focusing on perspective. Well
done!

These

certificate

particular

and

house

students
points

receive
for

a

their
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achievements.
The Arts Department will continue to grow and
support the students in a wide range of activities
and experiences, both inside the classroom and
beyond.

With dedicated teachers

who are

passionate and knowledgeable, the future looks
bright for everyone!

Jo Filmer
HOD The Arts

School Photo Catch-Up Day
Monday 8 March
For those students who missed yesterday's
Photo Day, their photo will be taken on Monday.

P&C Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 9 March
Merrimac

State

High

School

invites

any

interested Parents and Citizens to our Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday 9 March.
Our P&C Association provides opportunities for
students and improves school facilities through
funding from the Uniform Shop and School
Canteen.

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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Year 7 2022 Enrolment
Information Evening
Wednesday 10 March
Merrimac is thrilled to welcome prospective Year
7 students and families to the school next month.
Find

out

Program,

all

about

extensive

our

Selective

school

Entry

facilities

and

curriculum.

Dimensions in Dance
Friday 12 March
Merrimac welcomes Primary School students to
experience a day-in-the-life of a Dance Summit
student,

learning

techniques

from

the

Australiasian Dance Association syllabus, along
with contemporary and jazz workshops.
For more information, please contact Miss Kite
via email at ejkit0@eq.edu.au.

Dance Summit Auditions
Wednesday 24 March
We invite any students wishing to apply for
Merrimac's

Selective

Entry

Dance

Summit

Program to attend the auditions on Wednesday
24 March at 4pm.
For any queries, please contact Miss Kite via
email at ejkit0@eq.edu.au.

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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Twilight Tunes
Tuesday 30 March
Merrimac's annual Twilight Tunes day features a
day of instrumental music workshops, culminating
in a combined schools performance event.

Selective Entry Program
Round One Applications close
Friday 26 March
We will be accepting enrolments for the 2022
Selective Entry Program up until Friday 26
March. Students may apply for entry in the
following programs:
Academic Summit
Dance Summit (audition required)
Sport Summit
STEAM Academy
The

Leadership

Program

can

also

be

undertaken in conjunction with the student's
chosen Selective Entry Program.

18/06/2021, 3:49 pm
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$15 Family Portraits
Saturday 27 March
Mudgeeraba Creek State School is offering a
wonderful opportunity to capture a special family
memory for just $15! All proceeds raised will
contribute towards the painting of a mural in their
Year 6 area. You do not need to have a child
enrolled at our school to take up this offer.
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