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I am very pleased to again provide you with a summary of the numerous activities that
occurred at our school.
The many and varied activities documented in the following pages add to the enjoyment
and richness of contemporary school life. While academic achievement is important, so
are the development of skills that support happy and healthy lifestyles, quality relationships,
critical thinking and the ability to solve problems.
Merrimac State High School has always celebrated student difference. This can be seen
within the 45 nationalities students represent or the variety of pathways students take upon
leaving school. I am certain you will be impressed with the diverse activities undertaken by
students to celebrate difference.
Please join with me in celebration of students’ achievements at Merrimac State High
School.
Chris Tobin
Principal
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CURRICULUM

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
This year for the first time, Year 10 students, have
been introduced to Global Citizenship. This is
where students have the opportunity to learn
about a variety of current global issues such as:
the Australian Government’s global roles and
responsibilities, international legal obligations
and investigating democratic societies of
Human Rights in areas relating to refugees,
poverty and social exclusion. During Term One
students studied Australia’s War on Waste, in
particular the environmental impacts of plastic
bottles, coffee cups and clothing. The aim is to
create awareness and allow students to make
informed decisions relating to domestic and
global issues facing society.
ENTREPRENEURSHIP STUDIES YEAR 7
Entrepreneurship focuses on the skills required to be a successful
Entrepreneur. Students put theory into practice by being involved in a variety
of practical projects/competitions, such as the Buy Smart Competition
through the Office of Fair Trading. Studies focus on being creative and
inventing targeted products that promote awareness in areas of business
trading. Students are also involved in the Young Change Agent Program, a
design and thinking based program that builds entrepreneurial mindset and
equips young people with the skill set and tool set in order to be successful in
making a positive impact through business. Students participate in a regional
pitch and receive feedback from a judging panel.
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VET II CERTIFICATE CHINESE
This year we are very pleased to offer our Year 9 students the opportunity
to study towards a VET II Certificate in Applied Languages in Chinese.
This addition to our Chinese curriculum is very exciting, as students
can elect to continue into Year 10 and attain a full VET certificate. This
qualification is an excellent addition to any students’ resume, placing
them in a unique position to attract different employment sectors such
as Hospitality and Tourism on the Gold Coast.

ATAR & THE NEW QCE SYSTEM
The largest reform in the Queensland education system in the last 40 years is here. Senior
students in 2019 and beyond are now studying towards acquiring the new Queensland
Certificate of Education (QCE). In order to graduate with a QCE, students must successfully
complete a set amount of learning in a set pattern, at a set standard. Those students seeking
university entrance are no longer working towards an Overall Position (OP). Now, eligible
students will receive an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). Students and parents can
find more information about the new QCE system and ATAR at https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au.
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ADA DANCE SYLLABUS
We are the only high school in Australia to offer
The Australasian Dance Association syllabus in
alignment with our Dance Excellence curriculum.
Students now receive an industry recognised
qualification, making our program truly unique.

SENIOR FASHION
In the Senior Fashion course students acquire practical skills, with a
strong emphasis on fashion illustration techniques. Various different
aspects of fashion are covered, such as merchandising, fashion
through the ages and even haute-couture. Students learn hands
on sewing, garment construction and accessory making skills. This
year the class has been involved in the construction of costumes
for the school production of Peter Pan, A Musical Adventure.

Respect Responsibility Reliability
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STUDENTS
WORLD CHALLENGE TRIP
In December 2018, twelve of our students undertook a
28-day journey to Thailand as part of the culmination
of 2 years of preparation with World Challenge. During
this time they experienced many varied experiences
including cooking classes, booking their own transport
and accommodation, organising all meals and
completing a challenging trekking experience where
they camped on the trail for 4 nights. One of the
biggest highlights for the students during this trip was
the opportunity to volunteer their time and resources
in a provincial school. Our students were able to interact with the local students, gaining a
valuable understanding of the similarities and the significant cultural differences that exist
between our two schools. Students commenced this journey with differing levels of travel
experience however, they all returned to Australia ready to conquer the world. The experiences
and knowledge gained on this trip have set this group up to be future leaders and confident
travellers.

ANDREI BAILEY - 2018 GRIFFITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
The STEAM Academy would like to congratulate Andrei Bailey on winning a
Sir Samuel Griffith Scholarship in 2018. These scholarships are the highest level
given out through Griffith and Andrei joins a list of STEAM Academy Alumni to be
awarded this great honour.
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PETER PAN MUSICAL
Over 100 students and 20 staff have been involved
in this year’s musical, Peter Pan, A Musical Adventure
based on J.M Barrie’s original play. Many hours of
rehearsals, set design and costume making have
been dedicated to presenting our musical. The
musical was performed at Nerang Bicentennial
Community Centre on the 8th and 9th of August.

ROBOTICS NATIONALS
Over the past few years, we have
competed in the international robotics
competitions; VEX, FTC and FLL. We are
very proud of our students’ achievements in
qualifying for the National Finals in all three
competitions. Student teams have worked
tirelessly to gain this success, not to mention
the after school and weekend sessions that
our dedicated team of teachers facilitate.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP HUB
Students have been given the opportunity
to select Entrepreneurship as a sport this
year. Some students are already budding
Entrepreneurs and are currently forging
ahead in running businesses outside of
school. This opportunity allows students to
be personally coached by Mrs Bennett
and members of our business community,
allowing them to expand their businesses,
improve and/or learn new skills by putting
their business ideas into practice or starting
up their own business.
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COMMUNITY

RUGBY COMPETITIONS
Our Rugby Program continues to expand and grow in student
participation. The boys entered the first ever Super Schools
Cup competition and came away winning the plate. The
competition ran over Term 1 with the finals being held at
Bond University. The girls have already made their mark
this year, the under 13’s and 15’s both went to Livingstone
7’s and came away unbeaten. The 13’s also repeated this
achievement at Miami 7’s, remaining unbeaten on the day.
This term, we have seen record numbers of participation and
have entered two teams into the annual Karyn Murphy Cup
Competition, which runs on Wednesday evenings. We look
forward to seeing how the girls continue to grow our teams
within our school.

GEORGE ELLIS STRINGS
George Ellis, conductor for the Australian Symphony Orchestra and our
exclusive Patron of Music attended our annual Instrumental Music workshop.
Mr Ellis conducted over 130 students from Year 5-12 for the evening concert.

PRIMARY STEAM DAY
2019 saw the inaugural Primary STEAM Cup,
involving five of our primary feeder schools;
Broadbeach SS, Worongary SS, Surfers
Paradise SS, Clover Hill SS and Robina
SS. The day was designed to engage
students in STEAM based challenges to
develop teamwork and problem solving
skills. Robina SS were the champions
on the day. A massive amount of work
went into making the day a success and
congratulations must go to the Science
and STEAM staff along with Year 9 Summit
students. We look forward to a bigger and
better event in 2020.
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YEAR 9 VOLUNTEERING
Merrimac Mates’ is our schools unique service program
developed to connect Year 9 students with the
wider community. Through the different experiential
opportunities offered such as classroom volunteering at
Mudgeeraba Special School and Aged Care activities,
our students are encouraged to outwardly give and
develop caring relationships.

TEA CEREMONY
The new Chinese Tea Ceremony room has welcomed a wide range of guests since its
opening. It has created a wonderful space into which we can invite members of the local
and international community and helps facilitate the creation of strong friendships and
cultural awareness. We have held Tea Ceremonies for our own teaching staff, Education
Queensland staff, Chinese Principals as well as students and teachers from international
study tours. Our growing group of trained Year 9 and 10 students are now very proficient in
performing this Chinese tradition and have been excellent in both welcoming guests and
demonstrating their skills with great confidence.
PRIMARY SCHOOL STEAM SUPPORT
This year we are working with two new primary schools,
Surfers Paradise SS and Miami SS. This has added to
our work with Robina SS, Merrimac SS, Worongary SS,
Broadbeach SS and Mudgeeraba Creek SS. Mr Daniel
Ricardo liaises with the schools to build student and
teacher capacity in STEAM through the medium of Lego
Robotics. Last year we hosted well over 100 primary aged
students for competitions and more activites are planned
for this year.
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GIRLS SOCIAL MEDIA
In 2017, students participated in a study conducted by Roberta
Thompson, Griffith University Professor, which investigated
the use of social media platforms by girls in Year 8. The data
collected through this study has provided valuable insight to
our young girl’s understanding and personal views around
online safety. From this, the Social Media Mindset Framework;
Five S’s was developed. Through this partnership, our students
now participate in tailored lessons that provide opportunities to
reflect on their social media mindset.
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SHANNON PORCHE – SURF LIFESAVING
Shannon is a surf ski specialist and has recently
achieved fantastic results in the world of Surf
Lifesaving. At the recent Australian Titles, Shannon
has placed 3rd in the 40-44 years ski, and was a
semi-finalist in the open ski race against many of the
professional ironmen. He was also placed 1st in the
open ski at the Maroochydore Classic.
SONYA PALMER - HOCKEY
In late 2018, Sonya was a member of the Australian
Hockey Team which competed at the Masters World
Cup in Spain, winning a silver medal. Sonya has
continued her achievements this year, where she
was recently selected for the Gold Coast Women’s
Masters Team to compete at the 2019 State
Championships in Mackay. From here Sonya is likely
to be selected for the state team to compete at the
Australian Titles and we wish her all the best.
PAUL GRAY - JEJU – SOUTH KOREA
Paul travelled to Jeju, South Korea as a member of a visiting team for
the Council of International Schools (CIS). This is an important part of our
membership to CIS as we send our staff to schools who are also preparing
themselves for the rigorous protocols of CIS. This was an excellent learning
experience for Paul who was able to assist North London Collegiate
School, Jeju, on their journey but to also gather ideas that we can put
in to practice here at our school. This is the advantage of being a truly
international school.
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FACILITIES

STAFF

COMMONWEALTH GAMES LONG JUMP TRACK AND PIT
It was a great honour to acquire part of the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth
Games running track, to use in conjunction with a brand new long jump pit for our
students and the wider community. The acquisition of this excellent equipment
enables our students to soar higher than ever before as they participate in our
annual school Track & Field Carnival.

THE SPARK
The Spark refurbishment is now completed and open for learning. This year we
are very proud to offer STEAM education at our world class facility ‘The Spark’
(located at F Block). With a Makerspace, a Robotics lab, laser cutter CNC
milling machine, 3D printing, augmented reality and virtual reality facilities, this
is an amazing space. We look forward to showcasing it at the official opening
later this year.

HALL FAN
With many amazing study tour groups
hosted in recent years, the decision was
made to prioritise these additional funds
for use towards areas of need in our
school. Suggestions were gathered and
the decision was made to install a large
fan in the school hall. Installed just prior
to summer, the fan has made a great
difference to the temperature in the hall. During social events and school
assemblies everyone is appreciative of feeling a lot cooler.
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Respect
Responsibility
Reliability
Merrimac
State High School
Gold Coast, Australia
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Pride In Excellence

Website: www.merrimacshs.eq.edu.au
Address: Dunlop Court, Mermaid Waters QLD 4218
Phone: 07 5595 8666 | Fax: 07 5595 8600
Email: office@merrimacshs.eq.edu.au
CRICOS Code: 00608A
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